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Chanda Saheb then remained in Trichinopoly as Gover-
nor and Safdar Ali returned to his father.

Asaf Jah was by no means pleased with these events
in the Carnatic since they dangerously increased the
power and influence of Dost Ali, whose object was to
create an independent kingdom in the south of India
and to throw off all allegiance to the Nizam. At that
time, however, he was busily occupied at Delhi, whither
he had been summoned by the Emperor on the occasion
of the invasion of the Persian conqueror Nadir Shah. He
therefore encouraged the Mahrattas to attack Trichino-
poly, which they were only too willing to do, and in
conjunction with the Hindu Kings of Mysore and Tan-
jore they marched upon Arcot. On its way the Mah-
ratta army was met by Dost Ali, who however was
defeated and killed. After this victory the Mahrattas
came to terms with Safdar Ali; whom they recognized as
successor to his father, but compelled him to pay a tri-
bute of ten lakhs of rupees and then ostensibly returned
to Mysore. Chanda Saheb had expected the Mahrattas
to lay siege to Trichinopoly and had made every pre-
paration for defence and had also sent his wife and
family to Pondicherry, the French settlement, where
they were hospitably entertained as guests by the
French Governor, M. Dupleix, of whom we shall hear a
great deal later on. Chanda Saheb deceived by the re-
treat of the Mahrattas, and thinking himself to be safe,
sold off his stores of grain and dismissed a large portion
of his army. No sooner had he done this, however,
than the Mahratta army returned and laid siege to
Trichinopoly, which after a gallant defence had to yield
on 26th March, 1741. It was at this siege that Hyder
Ali, afterwards^ Sultan of Mysore, but then an officer in

the   Rajah's   army,   distinguished   himself.       Chanda
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